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" In describing the North American burrowing owl, a writer says that the species ' suddenly 
disappears in the early part of August ' and the 'species is strictly diurnal.' 

" The Athene canicnlaria has not these habits. It does not disappear during any part of the 
year, and it is botli nocturnal and diurnal, for though I did not observe it preying by day on 
the pampas, I noticed tha.t it fed at all hours of the day and night on the north shore of the 
Plata, in the Banda Oriental." 

One Thousand Objects for the Microscope.* — This is an exceed- 
ingly useful little work for the beginner in microscopy. It has twelve 
plates of figures, with explanations in the text, and although the figures 
are none of the best, they are better than the price of the book would 
seem to justify. 

A Guide to the Study of Insects.! — The Fifth part completes the 
account of the butterflies, and describes the more typical moths, as far as 
the family of Geometrids. It contains two plates, a full-page illustration, 
and sixty woodcuts. The " Guide" will contain ten plates, and be com- 
pleted in five more parts, the tenth part to contain an Entomological Cal- 
endar, a Glossary of Entomological terms, and a copious Index. 

The Record of American Entomology, 1809. — A sufficient number 
of subscriptions have been received to warrant its publication, but as the 
book will be larger than at first thought, the price will be raised to $1.00. 
Original subscribers at 75 cents, will receive their "Record" without 
extra charge. (The name has been changed from Annual to Record). 

Appleton's Illustrated Almanac for 1SC9.J — A pleasing feature of 
this annual is twelve cuts, illustrating the game-birds of this country, 
characteristic of each month. 
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BOTANY. 

Botanical Notf.s. — In the autumn of 1807 I collected on the shore of 
Lake Erie, near North East, Pa., a very marked variety of Scirpus sylva- 
ticus Linn., var. atrovirenaf. Instead of spreading rays bearing the heads 
of spikes, as is usual in this species, the heads of the plants that I found 
were collected in a dense globular mass, about one inch in diameter. The 
rays were either very short, or there were none at all. The scales and 
fruit are similar to those of the common variety. This curious form was 
not the result of a dwarfing of the plants, for they were of a very robust 
habit, two to three feet high, with wide leaves and a stout culm. I pro- 
pose calling it var. sychnocephala if not already named. I found them 

* One Thousand Objects for the Microscope. By M. C. Cooke. 12vno. London, 1869. Is. 

t A Guide to tile Study of Insects, and a Treatise on those Injurious and Beneficial to Crops. 
For the use of Colleges, Farm Schools and Agriculturists. By A. S. Packard, jun. Parts 1-5. 
50 cents each. To be published in ten parts. Published by the author, Salem, Mass. 

t Appleton's Illustrated Almanac, 1S69. For sale by H. A. Brown & Co., 3 School St., Boston. 
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growing a few feet from the edge of the water. Is this form found in 
other places ? 

I have collected from the same rootstock (I think) in two successive 
years, two specimens of Trillium erythrocarpum Mx., with pistillate flow- 
ers and nine petals. The extra petals took the place of the stamens, and 
were colored like the others, but were somewhat smaller in size. — S. N. 
Cowles, Otisco, N. T. 

The Cedars op Lebanon. — Dr. Hooker makes the following interest- 
ing communication to a recent number of the "Gardeners' Chronicle" : — 
■"The Eev. M. Tristam, F. L. S., informs me of a most interesting discov- 
ery lately made in the Lebanon, viz., of several extensive groves of cedar 
trees, by Mr. Jessup, an American missionary, a friend of his own, to 
whom he pointed out the probable localities in the interior. Of these 
there are five, three of great extent, east of 'Ain Zabalteh,' in the southern 
Lebanon. This grove lately contained 10000 trees, and had been pur- 
chased by a barbarous Sheikh, from the more barbarous (?) Turkish gov- 
ernment, for the purpose of trying to extract pitch from the wood. The 
experiment of course failed, and the Sheikh was ruined, but several thou- 
sand trees were destroyed in the attempt. One of the trees measured fifteen 
feet in diameter, and the forest is full of young trees, springing up with 
great vigor. He also found two small groves on the eastern slope of 
Lebanon, overlooking the Buka'a, above El Medeuk; and two other large 
groves containing many thousand trees, one above El Baruk, and another 
near Ma'asiv, where the trees are very large and equal to any others ; all 
are being destroyed for firewood. Still another grove has been discov- 
ered near Duma, in the western slope of Lebanon, near the one discovered 
by Mr. Tristram himself. This gives ten distinct localities in the Leba- 
non, to the south of the originally discovered one, and including it. 
Ehrenberg had already discovered one on the north of that locality, and 
thence northwards the chain is unexplored by voyager or naturalist." — 
Quarterly Journal of Science, London. 



ZOOLOGY. 

The Ceow a Bird op Prey. — In confirmation of what Mr. Naumann 
has stated in regard to the crow as a "bird of prey," Mr. H. G. Bruckart, 
of Silver Spring, Lancaster County, stated before the Linnasan Society, 
of Lancaster City, at its January meeting, that in his neighborhood it is 
not an uncommon occurrence, and especially not in the spring of the year, 
when they have had a winter's fast, and hens take their young broods 
abroad. Indeed he has known them to venture into barn-yards, and 
carry off young chickens. We know that the corvine appetite craves the 
eggs of other fowls, and this characteristic is only a farther advance in 
that direction. We have now a formidable "Crow Boost" on the Cones- 
togo, in this county, about six miles south of Lancaster City, but with 
their usual cunning, I have not yet learned that they "tease sheep near 



